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Central Florida Chapter
Officers:
President
Mike Galyean
Phone
321.276.7515
Email
koolade@embarqmail.com

Marines and Friends,
I don’t know if anyone pays attention to the top of the “Ooo Rah” page where
Vice President
Barron Mills the issue number and months are located. If you did you would see “Volume 17 Issue
Phone
407.221.0286
1.” Yep, this is the seventeenth year that we have been putting out the chapter newsEmail
barronmills@gmail.com
letter the … “Ooo Rah.” I am not ssure if anyone reads the newsletter. Every now
Treasurer
Greg Melnick and then someone will get back to me with a comment on something that appeared in
Phone
407.619.6516
Email GregMelnicklaw@gmail.com the newsletter, or make a general observation. It is my hope that you do glance over
it and occasionally find something that is useful or interesting. Remember that this is
Acting Secretery
Susan Finnigan
Phone
239.207.5805 YOUR newsletter… feel free to submit anything that you think readers would enjoy. I
Email
Susan@lynnamorris.com would love to have more of your stories to share.
Annual memberships were due for renewal at the beginning of January…
Chaplain
Dick Connell
Phone
407-647.2212 There are still a number of you that have not taken care of your renewal. We are
Email
rconnell@cfl.rr.com
building something special here in Central Florida. We are attracting more of the
Sgt at Arms
Jim Weinberg newer generation of Marines, and although we are losing some of our treasured
Phone
407.529.7971 members, others are coming in and filling their vacated ranks. For those who have
Email
jimflparkplace@aol.com
not renewed, please let me know what we can do to make the Central Florida Chapter
Immediate past Pres. Elmer Hawkins
more likely to meet your expectations. There is a 60 day “grace period” for annual
Phone
386.679.3814
Email
EHawkINS23@aol.com membership renewals. Hopefully at the end of February, we’ll have everyone back in
the ranks.
Chapter Rep.
Jim Weinberg
Two things I’d like to point out in this edition of the “Ooo Rah.” 1) The ValenNewsletter Editor:
Mike Galyean tine “Sweetheart” dinner on February 13 (pg. 3)... please remember to RSVP to Nan(with a lot of help from Nancy)
cy. There is a shirt order form (pg 3) in this issue. We only order chapter shirts about
http://www.cfc1stmardiv.com/ every 3 – 4 years, so take advantage of this opportunity to order. Deadline for orders
will be at the February 1 meeting.
Next Meeting: Semper Fidelis,
Mike

Saturday,
February 1
10:30 a.m.

February Program
1st Sergeant Liam Williams,
Orlando USMC Reserve Center and I & I Office

Fiddler’s Green Irish Pub
544 West Fairbanks Ave.
1st Sgt. Williams is currently the Inspector-Instructor
st
Winter Park, FL 32789 1 Sergeant for site-support Orlando, FL. Site support consists of 15 Marines. They provide support fo Motor Transport
Ph.407.645.2050
th
Company CLB-451 (approximately 310 Marines), 4 Medical
Bn. (also a reserve unit), Defense Equal Opportunity Management Institute, a Wounded Warrior detachment and
PMTR (a unit systems command.)
I & I staffs are geographically dispersed around the
United States and other parts of the world and are Marines
who instruct and assist Selected Marine Corps Reserve units
in order to maintain a continuous state of readiness. These
Marines are serving on Inspector-Instructor duty.
(Continued on page 4)
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Soon after the Marines from World War 2 had returned in 1945 after the end of the war, a group of them
decided to purchase a “last man bottle” of 1st Marine Division combat Marines. These were the Marines who had
served with the 1st Marine Division across the Pacific.
They had taken Guadalcanal from the Japanese in the
first land battle of WW2 and followed that with the soggy battles on Cape Gloucester. They had fought the
bloody campaign which defeated the Japanese on Peleliu. And lastly, these Marines had endured the long and
difficult battle to finally secure the island of Okinawa. The Marines collected money for a bottle of Cognac to be
called “Last of the First.” At about that same time the 1st Marine Division Association was established and the
bottle came under the protection of the association.

“Last of the First”

After the association moved its office from the East
coast to Oceanside, CA, the bottle was lost. Later
when LtCol Len Hayes was the association’s Executive Director, he found the bottle tucked away in a
storage area in the back of the Oceanside office.
LtCol. Hayes transported the bottle of Cognac to
the Marine Memorial Club and Hotel at 609 Sutter
Street in San Francisco, and the hotel agreed to
become the custodian of the “Last of the First” bottle. If you visit the Marine Memorial Hotel (which
Marine Memorial Club and Hotel—609 Sutter Street, San Francisco,
any Marine visiting San Francisco should definitely
do!) you will find the bottle displayed in a prominent location in the lounge of the hotel.
This past August, Elmer Hawkins, from our Central Florida Chapter, Paul Wojahn from Minnesota and one other
WW2 combat veteran attending the reunion in Louisville, KY, discussed the bottle. They recommended to the
association Board of Directors that, rather than wait for the
last surviving 1st Marine Division combat veteran of WW2, it
would be better to round up as many of that group who were
still alive and able to travel and open it together. The decision
was made to start a campaign to find those who fought with
the 1st Marine Division and have them come to the FMDA reunion in Washington next August.
The hope is that the ceremony will be held at the National Museum of the Marine Corps at Quantico with the current division CO and the Commandant of the Marine Corps to take
part in the ceremony. Elmer Hawkins has been calling all of
the WWII veterans east of the Mississippi and Col. Hayes is
assisting with those west of the Mississippi. So far, about 8 –
10 surviving combat veterans of WW2 have been located who
think they will be able to travel to Washington, DC, for the cer“Last of the First” bottle of Cognac displayed in the lounge emony.
of the Marine Memorial Club and Hotel

After the surviving combat veterans have each had a shot
from the bottle, the idea has been raised to sell any remaining shots as a fundraiser for the 1 st Marine Division
Association. That, as well as other plans are still in the discussion stage. “Doc Lakernick” had been in charge of
those arrangements, and since his passing, there is
some doubt as to who will bring these plans to fruition.
Anyone who would like to help with arrangements of a
ceremony to honor these 1st Marine Division warriors
from WW2 should get in touch with the association and
offer your help. Knowing Elmer Hawkins as I do, I have
no doubt that this is going to be a ceremony you will not
want to miss.
I’ll be there…how about you?
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Valentine “Sweetheart Dinner”

Our annual Valentine “Sweetheart” dinner is
to be held on Thursday, February 13 at the Fiddlers
Green Irish Pub and Eatery in Winter Park. The restaurant‘s address is on page 1. This is your chance to
honor that special lady who has put up with you for
these many years. Get her out of the kitchen and pamper her with dinner at this wonderful Irish eatery.
Fiddlers Green will be offering a special Valentine menu selection, but everyoneElmer
is freeHawkins
to order off the
regular menu as well. The wait staff will keep separateaddressing
checks, sochapter
you will
only be responsible for the food and drinks you order.
This dinner is not restricted to couples. We welcome “stags,” so
don’t hesitate to come alone. In any case, participants are urged to bring
your “thinking caps” as there will be an activity to test the thinking skill of
you and your special person. A special prize will be
awarded to the winner. Alice Weinberg and Nancy
Galyean are organizing the dinner and activity.
Please RSVP to Nancy by calling or texting
407.929.0903 OR Email her at
nangalyean@embarqmail.com
Leave your name and name of guest.

Members and friends of our
Chapter and of the Marine Corps
League Orlando met up Thursday to
provide another fun and stimulating
afternoon for residents of the Community Living Center at the Lake Nona
VA Community Living Center.
We can’t take pictures of the
residents, but these are the veterans
that need visitors and some camaraderie the most. We host Trivia and
Bingo on the second Thursday of
every odd month. So please join us
on 12 March from 1:30-3:00

Alice & Jim
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(Continued from page 1)

Mark Your Calendars

I&I duty stations fall under Marines
Sat. February 1 …
Forces Reserve’s four major subRegular Scheduled
ordinate commands. The Marines
Chapter meeting
are stationed in the heart of comThursday, February
munities and perform missions
13 … Valentine
specific to their command and unit.
“Sweetheart Dinner”
Working closely with the
Reserve Marine leaders at their
Saturday, March 7 …
units, I&I Marines ensure that op- Executive Committee meeting
erations run smoothly and strive to
keep the lines of communication Thursday, March 12 … Lake Nona
open between active and Reserve VA “Happy Hour Trivia and Bingo”
Marines.
Friday, April 3 … CF Marine Corps
I&I duty is a combination of Foundation, Golf Tourney and Aucactive component Marines, active tion
reserve Marines and SMCR units.
The AC and AR Marines are the Saturday, April 4 … Regular schedday-to-day personnel that run the uled CF Chapter meeting
unit itself, plan the weekend drills
for the Reserve Marines and help ******************************************
to prepare for possible mobilizaThe Larry E. Smedley Detachment
tion.
nd
Marines who are assigned of the Marine Corps League— 2
Tues, - Monthly Meeting, 7pm –
I&I duty are highly proficient in 8pm at the at American Legion Flor~IMPORTANT~
their military occupational specialty ida Department bldg. 1912A Lee
Central Florida Chapter members (whether
and have the ability to work inde- Road, Orlando, FL
membership is regular or associate) need
pendently in the tasks asked of 32810.Info:mclcfl@gmail.com or
to be members of the 1st Marine Division
them. With a small number of Ma- Sr. Vice Cdr at 407-963-9388.
Association...contact the FMDA office or
rines assigned to these unique bilvisit the website for membership inforlets, there are often numerous remation.
sponsibilities expected of them than normal.
Along with being recommended for I&I duty, Marines must
New webssite address:
also demonstrate that they will not be negatively affected by this assignment and are able to serve in an area with limited resources.
https://www.firstmardivassoc.com/
It’s a challenging assignment and unlike being stationed on a
base, there are not many resources available to the Marines. They
must fill out an independent duty checklist showing that they are fi- Address and contact information
nancially stable before being assigned this duty.
1st Marine Division Association
Although Marines at I&I duty stations have a very demanding
P.O. Box 9000, Box #902
position with often times overwhelming tasks
Oceanside, CA 92051
at hand and limited means provided to them,
Phone
they still have other Marines to lean on.
Marines serving I&I duty continue to
(760) 763-3268
support Reserve units and ensure that when
the Reserve Marines come to train, they
Email
have everything they need to accomplish the
mission.

Ponce Inlet Printing Inc.
1726 S. Nova Road in Daytona Beach, Florida, Zip 32119
Contact
Mary Racila—386-761-3355
ponceinletprinting@gmail.com

Office: oldbreed@fmda.us
Association President
Jerry Johs
geronamo0122@gmail.com

Office hours remain the same:
Monday thru Friday 8am to 4pm PCT
<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>
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Editor’s note: I do not know “Doc Hutch” the author of this poem, but I received this and felt like he is speaking for all the
“Docs” who go to battle with Marines.

DECEMBER MEETING

From a Doc’s Point of View
As a Corpsman in green and not navy blue,
A offer this poem from a Doc’s point of view.
We’ve been honored by stories, poems and such
By Marines we have served with and respected so much.
They speak of our honor, bravery and skill,
And the cry, “Corpsman up!” still gives me a chill.
When a Marine goes down, what will it be?
A trache? Tie off bleeders? Start an IV?

Elmer, Mike, Leida Velez,
Steve White and
Barron Mills with
flag that had flown
over the USS Arizona Memorial.
Toys collected for
Marie Reserves’

Steve White,
Commissioner
with the Orlando Housing
Authority discusses affordable housing
crisis for veterans.

Only one thing is certain as we rush to the scene,
Our ass will be covered by our brothers in green.
You see we’re adopted, “Sons of the Corps.”
No more “Anchors away” – “Semper Fi” forevermore!
It’s true when you’re wounded, your life’s in our hands,
And we’ll treat and protect you to the very last man.
For you are our pointman, or cover, our shield,
And we count on your skills all our days in the field.
Many a grunt laid his life on the line
To make sure Doc got to the wounded in time.
So, my brothers, I thank you, as all us Docs should.
It’s YOU who make us Corpsmen look good!

jj

Semper Fi,
“Doc Hutch”

Chronic Marine Syndrome (CMS):
(Continued from Volume 16, Issue 6)

http://www.cfc1stmardiv.com/
Use the “PayPal” button to renew your
chapter membership for 2020.
In case you have not taken the time recently, I
would encourage you to visit the website of our Central
Florida Chapter. There are numerous anecdotal stories
posted on the site as well as a photo section and links to
other Marine and veteran sites of interest. If you have
stories, photos, or anything else pertaining to our web
page, get them to Mike Galyean. He’ll send them on to
the webmaster… Make sure you give it a look…. Thanks
go to Rick Dreves who volunteers as a our webmaster.
Thanks, Rick, for all your help.

9. Some have been known to wear their hair
in a high and tight well into their 90's.
10. Will look you directly in the eye when
talking to you.

11. Will give you a firm handshake.
12. Knows what "honor, courage and commitment" mean.
13. Can usually be found in some type of
leadership position in whatever organization
they work for.
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32nd Annual

Barron and Kristen Mills

Central Florida Marine Corps Foundation
Golf Tournament and Silent Auction
Four-Player Team Scramble
03 April 2020

Rosen Shingle Creek Golf Course
9939 Universal Blvd, Orlando, FL 32819
1230 Check-In
1315 Opening Ceremony
1330 Shotgun Start

$150 per player / $600 per team
Includes Welcome Player Gift
Dinner Buffet ($35 per additional dinner ticket)
Driving Range

Register at:
www.centralfloridamarines.org/annual-golf-tournament/
Mike and Nancy
NEW MEMBERS

Henry and Shalini
Young

Galyean

SSgt. Ruth Osborne - - - 1st Landing Support BN, Camp Pendleton; HQMC, MSWSS 474, MAG 24 - - - Gulf War
Mary Ann Smith
Associate
Welcome aboard! We are glad you are here!

The Central Florida Chapter

wishes to recognize and honor its members
now serving in the Corps Eternal
Plt.Sgt. Joe Adamik (2014)
Capt. John Adamson 2015
Sgt. Ray Bauer (2015)
Cpl. Chester Bened (2012)
Joyce Bowden, assoc. (2017)
Sgt. Tim Broughton (2013
Sgt. Glenn Brown (2011)
Col. Harry Clarke (2013)
Amy Clarke, assoc. (2017)
Pfc. John Cromwell (2010)
M.Sgt. Louis Curtis
Wade Curtis (2011)
Col. Ed Danowitz (2012)
1stSgt. Richard De Vasto (2019)

Sgt. Arthur Dreves (2019)
Plt. Sgt Robert Fincher (2014)
Capt. William Harwood (2010)
Lt.Col. Dick Holt (2008)
Carolyn Immerman, assoc. (2017)
Sgt. Wade Jones (2012)
Sgt. Joe Karlberg (2019)
Cpl. John “Rick” Kennedy (2012)
Cpl. Louis Lang (2010)
Sgt. Maj. Les LeBlanc (2005)
C.W. “Bill” Marks (2014)
M.Sgt. Malcolm MacLean (2007)
Gy.Sgt. Rudy Miller (2008)
Ray Nielsen (2007)

Sgt. Donald Neiss (2009)
Col. Patrick Otoole (2018)
Pfc. Athanasse “Al” Parsons (2013)
MSgt Edward Payton (2015)
Sgt. Victor Petris (2015)
Gy.Sgt. Charles Ross (2013)
1Lt. George Schultz (2008)
Cpl Don Schyberg (2017)
Col. Bill Tate (2019)
Pfc. “Wild Bill” Taylor (2010)
Col. John Terry (2018)
Lt.Col. John Tomlinson (2014)
M.Sgt. Dale Wasson (2009)
Sgt. Carl Wenhold (2017)

Semper Fi, Ladies and Gentlemen.
You’ll always be remembered.

Jo
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Minutes
December 7, 2019
Fiddlers Green Irish Pub
Winter Park, FL
President Mike Galyean opened the meeting at 10:37
Chaplain Dick Connell offered the opening prayer.
Sgt. at Arms Jim Weinberg led the Pledge of Allegiance
Introductions were made by all 31 members and guests attending.
In observation of “Pearl Harbor Day,” Steve Smith shared a flag flown at the USS Arizona Memorial.

Secretary’s Report: Susan Finnigan reported that Minutes of the October meeting were printed in Ooh Rah Newsletter. Motion to accept by Elmer Hawkins, seconded by Dick Connell. Minutes were accepted with no corrections or revisions.
Treasurer’s Report: Greg Melnick reported - Savings $2,175.58; Checking $3,371.86; $24 of VA Coupons. Total $5,571.44.
Motion to accept by Chris Hoey, seconded by Susan Finnigan. Report accepted.
Program. Barron Mills introduced the speaker, Steve Smith. Steve is a Navy veteran and served on the USS Ranger. He
is one of six Commissioners with the Orlando Housing Authority .
 VASH - Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing - Most popular program. Started in 2008. The number is never static and has
been reducing since 2008. HUD makes vouchers available to Veterans considering financial need and homelessness.
 HUD vouchers available - 619 issued to the authority since 2008. 521 are in use. 29 have been issued and not located housing. Half are using Supportive Services for Veteran Housing. 15 have no additional access since they have already used
SSVH.Vouchers cover
 $1,450 of monthly rent. Does not cover deposits, utility connection, moving expenses.
 Supportive Services for Veteran Housing.
 A lively discussion followed with many questions and answers.
Business: Election of officers for 2020- 2021.
Chris Hoey – Nominating chair – Announced the slate of officers:
President – Mike Galyean
Vice President – Barron Mills
Secretary – Susan Finnigan
Treasurer – Greg Melnick
Chapter Rep and Sergeant at Arms – Jim Weinberg
Elmer Hawkins moved to accept slate as presented, David Fowkes seconded. Motion passed.
Membership: Mike Galyean - all Regular memberships need to be renewed for 2020 after January 1. Renewals may be made
by returning application with check to Mike or by using PayPal on the web page.

Elmer Hawkins reported that the FMDA elected president is unable to serve. 2019 president, Jerry Johs will continue in office
until FMDA Anniversary at Camp Pendleton. Decision to be made by Board of Directors.as to who will lead the association.

Shirts – Men’s and Ladies styles available. If you would like to order a shirt, order form will be in the next newsletter. Order will
be made around the end of January. Regular shirt is $26.
Elmer Hawkins and Dick Connell shared their memories of the day Pearl Harbor was bombed.
Announcements:
 Mike Pomakis will replace Chris Hoey as Raffle chairman.
 Mike Segura (MC League) - Dec. 24, Christmas Eve delivery of Christmas stockings to Lake Nona CLC residents by members
of chapter and Marine Corps League. Russ Kauffman’s project.
 Valentine “Sweetheart Dinner,” Thursday, February 13, 2020 - Chaired by Alice Weinberg and Nancy Galyean. Location to be
Fiddlers Green Irish Pub.
 2020 MC Birthday “SOS Breakfast” – committee sign-up sheets passed around.
 Veteran's Beer Club – December 11, 2019 – Broken Strings 7-9pm, December 18, 2019 – Clermont Brewing Co – 6-8pm
 FMDA Anniversary – Camp Pendleton 1/28-1/31/2020 – Elmer Hawkins will be attending
 Annual Reunion – Washington, DC 8/24 – 8/29/2020 – Washington Hilton – free parking
 Executive Committee to meet Jan. 4 TBD
 Lake Nona VA Community Life Center Trivia and Bingo - Thursday, January 9 1:30pm – 3pm
 Next Chapter meeting – Saturday, February 1. 10:30 – 11:30am
Raffle drawing held followed by reciting 2 verses of Navy Hymn – meeting adjourned at 12:06
Respectfully submitted,
Susan Finnigan, Secretary

Central Florida Chapter
1st Marine Division Association
746 McIntyre Ave.
Winter Park, FL 32789

In order to belong to the Central Florida Chapter, you must...
Be a member of the 1st Marine Division Association

World War II ~ North China ~ Korea ~ Cold War ~ Vietnam ~ Gulf War ~ Iraqi Freedom ~ War on Terror
Call the 1st Marine Division Association in Oceanside, CA at (760) 763-3268 or email june.oldbreed@fmda.us for information

Central Florida Chapter
Select Membership type: ___ Regular ($20) ~ ___ Associate ($20) ~ ___ Life ($200) ~ Active Duty($10) ___
___ New ___ Renewal

PLEASE PRINT: __________________________________________________________________________________
(Rank / Grade)

(First Name)

(Middle Initial)

____________________________________________________________
Number and Street or P.O. Box #)

(Last Name)

_____________________________
Spouses name

________________________________________________________________________________________________
(City)

(State)

(Zip)

I was with: (list two units, max) ________________________________________________________________________
(Company - Battalion - Regiment/Squadron - Group)

WWII____ China____

Korea____

Cold War____ Vietnam____ Gulf War____ Iraqi Freedom____ War on Terror____

Email address: ________________________________ Phone No. (___) ____________________ Recommended by _____________
Please enclose $20 for Regular / Associate Membership; $200 for Life Membership; $10 for Active Duty
Make checks payable to: Cent. Fla. Chap., 1st Mar. Div. Assoc.. ~~~ Return to Mike Galyean, 746 McIntyre Ave., Winter Park, FL 32789
You can now pay on-line by using PayPal. Go to the chapter website at http://www.cfc1stmardiv.com/

