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Greetings Fellow Marines and Friends,
2021 has arrived, but, unfortunately, I don’t see much difference, yet, from the year
we’ve just been through. Our CF Chapter is meeting in-person, but only because we
can do it outdoors, where we can spread ourselves out and, with masks, feel that we
are creating a safe environment for everyone. Nancy and I are awaiting our second
vaccination. I talked to a neighbor who is a veteran and who walked in at the Lake
Baldwin VA and was given a vaccination on the spot, so give them a call if you are
interested in a COVID-19 vaccination… 407-646-5500.
You should have gotten a flyer from me via email about a week ago reminding you
that all annual memberships are now due for 2021. I will refer you to page 4 where
you will find the names of Life members and those who have already renewed for
2021. If your name is not there, it means that we have not received your renewal for
2021. February 29 is the end of the “grace period” for renewals, so please try to either go to our website and renew on-line, or send a $20 check to the address at the
bottom of the member application on the back page. Please remember that membership in the 1st Marine Division Assoc. is a requirement for chapter membership. You
are on your own to keep that membership up-to-date. Contact president Galyean or
the FMDA office at Camp Pendleton for questions about your membership.
Notice the new location of our February 6 meeting at Mead Gardens in Winter Park.
Semper Fidelis,
Mike

PROGRAM FOR FEBRUARY 6 MEETING— TEAM RWB,
PRESENTED BY SHERRIE LABARRE AND LEIDA VELEZ
Mission of Team RWB: To enrich the lives of America’s veterans by connecting them to their community through physical and
social activity. Every year, more than 250,000 active duty service
members transition out of the military, joining the 3.5 million post9/11 veterans already living in communities nationwide. They face
many challenges including isolation, weight gain, lack of purpose,
and other health issues.

Team Red, White & Blue is the antidote to the isolation and
health challenges they face. We insist that all veterans have the opportunity to reclaim
what was most precious about their military service: an unwavering sense of belonging
born of challenges that show us what each of us is capable of. Together, we strive to
make tomorrow better. Together, we will increase mental and physical health. Together,
we will find strength and success.
Our chapters deliver local, consistent, and inclusive opportunities for veterans and
the community to connect through physical and social activity. Volunteers host regular
fitness activities, social gatherings, and community service events, and facilitate building
strong local connections with members and organizations within the community.
This will be a program you will not want to miss. Don’t forget to wear a mask!
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The 1st Marine Division
Patch
By
Benis M. Frank

The 1st Division shoulder patch originally was authorized for wear by members of units who were organic
or attached to the division in its four landings in the
Pacific War. It was the first unit patch to be authorized for wear in World War II and specifically commemorated the division’s sacrifices and victory in the
battle for Guadalcanal.

As recalled by General Merrill B. Twining, a lieutenant colonel and the division’s operations officer on Guadalcanal, for a short time before the 1st left Guadalcanal for Australia, there had been some
discussion by the senior staff about uniforming the troops. It appeared that the Marines might have to
wear Army uniforms, which meant that they would lose their identity, and Twining came up with the idea
for a division patch. A number of different designs were devised by both Lieutenant Colonel Twining
and Captain Donald L. Dickson, adjutant of the 5 th Marines, who had been an artist in civilian life. The
one which Twining prepared on the flight out of Guadalcanal was approved by Major General Alexander
A. Vandegrift, the division commander.
General Twining further recalled that he drew a diamond in his notebook and “in the middle of the diamond I
doodled a numeral one … [and] I sketched in the word
‘Guadalcanal’ down its length … I got to thinking the whole
operation had been under the Southern Cross constellation,
so I drew that in, too …About an hour later I took the drawing up to the front of the aircraft to General Vandegrift. He
said, ‘Yes, that’s it!’ and wrote his initials, A.A.V., on the bottom of the notebook page.”
After he arrived in Brisbane, Australia, Colonel Twining bought a child’s watercolor set and, while confined to his
hotel room by a bout of malaria, drew a bunch of diamonds
on a big sheet, coloring each one differently. He then took
samples to General Vandegrift, who chose one which was
colored a shade of blue that he liked. Then Twining took
the sketch to the Australian Knitting Mills to have it reproduced, pledging the credit of the post exchange funds to
pay for the patches’ manufacture. Within a week or two the
patches began to roll off the knitting machines, and Colonel
Twining was there to approve them. General Twining further recalled: “after they came off the machine, I picked up
a sheet of them. They looked very good, and when they
were cut, I picked up one of the patches. It was one of the first off the machine.”
The division’s post exchanges began selling the patches almost immediately and they proved to
be popular, with Marines buying extras to give away as souvenirs to Australian friends or to send home
to families. Before long, newly established Marine divisions, as well as the raider and parachute units,
and as the aircraft wings, sea-going Marines, Fleet Marine Force Pacific units, and others, were authorized to have their own distinctive patch, a total of 33, following the lead of the 1 st Marine Division. Marines returning to the United States for duty or on leave from a unit having a distinctive shoulder insignia
were authorized to wear that insignia until they were assigned to another unit having a shoulder patch
of its own. For many 1st Marine Division men joining another unit and having to relinquish the wearing
of the 1st Division patch, this rankled.
Shortly after the end of the war, Colonel Twining went to then-Marine Commandant General
Vandegrift saying that he “no longer thought Marines should wear anything on the uniforms to distinguish them from other Marines.” He agreed and the patches came off for good.”
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DID YOU KNOW?
Most of the current members of the Central
Florida Chapter are probably not aware of the monument located at the Ocala– Marion County Veterans
Memorial Park that the chapter placed there in 2009.
On November 9, 2009, The Central Florida Chapter
dedicated a plaque at the Ocala/Marion County Veterans Memorial Park. The dedication was held before a
crowd of members and visitors who had gathered to
enjoy a concert by the Navy Band Southeast from
Jacksonville NAS. After the concert, Memorial Park
officials called on Chapter president, Mike Galyean, to
make some comments.
In his comments Galyean cited the many
achievements of the division’s long and illustrious history. He also thanked the members and friends of
the Central Florida Chapter who purchased bricks, making the construction of the plaque display possible. Fifty-eight bricks were sold for $65 each to raise the money required to construct the pedestal for
the monument.
The plaque was provided by the 1st Marine Division Association’s Sgt. George Meyer and was presented to the chapter
by member Harvey Newton.

Pictured at the dedication ceremony on 11/9/2009 are L to R:
Alice & Mike
Jim
Ed Garr, Jack Paxton, Art Dreves, Elmer “Hawk” Hawkins, Barbara Eddins,
Galyean, and Tim Broughton.

From An Anonymous Canadian Citizen
"Marines are about the most peculiar breed of human beings I have ever witnessed. They treat their service as if it
was some kind of cult, plastering their emblem on almost everything they own, making themselves up to look like
insane fanatics with haircuts so short as to be ungentlemanly, worshipping their Commandant as if he was a god,
and making weird animal noises like a band of savages. They'll fight like rabid dogs at the drop of a hat just for the
sake of a little action and are the cockiest SOBs I've ever known. Most have the foulest mouths and drink well beyond man's normal limits, but their high spirits and sense of brotherhood set them apart. Of the United States Marines with whom I've come in contact, they are the most professional warriors and the finest men I've had the
pleasure to meet. "
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Basic information
about getting your
vaccine at VA

Mark Your Calendars
SATURDAY,
February 6 …
Regularly scheduled
chapter meeting,
Mead Garden pavilion.

Where we’ll offer vaccines
The first 2 authorized COVID-19
vaccines require special storage
and handling. Because of this, we
have a limited supply of vaccines.
Our VA facilities will provide vaccines to Veterans receiving VA
health care who are most at risk.
When more vaccines are available,
we’ll determine when we can provide vaccines through our community provider network.

Lake Baldwin VA Clinic

5201 Raymond Street
Orlando, FL 32803-8208
Main number: 407-646-5500
Mental health: 407-646-5400
For more information:

https://www.va.gov/health-care/
covid-19-vaccine/stay-informed

Saturday, March 6 … Chapter
Executive Committee, tbd
August 3—7, 2021…
FMDA Reunion.
Camp Pendleton.
******************************************

The Larry E. Smedley Detachment of the Marine Corps
League— 2nd Tues, - Monthly

Meeting,
7pm – 8pm at the at American Legion Florida Department bldg.
1912A Lee Road, Orlando,
FL 32810
Info:mclcfl@gmail.com or
Sr. Vice Cdr at 407-963-9388.
*****************************************

Central Florida Marine Corps
Foundation

Email: CFMCF1775@gmail.com

Time to Renew for 2021

~IMPORTANT~

Central Florida Chapter members (whether
membership is regular or associate) need
to be members of the 1st Marine Division
Association...contact the FMDA office or
visit the website for membership information.

New website address:

Below are the names of Central Florida Chap- https://www.firstmardivassoc.com/
ter Life Members and those already renewed
Address and contact information
for 2021. If your name is not here, please go
to the CF Chapter website:
https://www.cfc1stmardiv.com/ and use the
1st Marine Division Association
P.O. Box 9000, Box #902
on-line PayPal (credit card) option, or send a
Oceanside, CA 92051
check to the address at the bottom of the application on the back page.
Phone
* = Life;

(a) = assoc

Bob Gross *

Gil Robinson

Lloyd Aspinall

Tyler Hammel *

Michael Segura *

Allie Braswell *

Elmer Hawkins *

David Smith *

Elisa Thompson
(Sgt. Mercot E. Camara)

Chris Hoey

Mary Ann Smith (a)

Mark Cleaves *

Tony Johnson *

Brad Sokoly

Nelson Coll *

Russ Kauffman *

E. James Strates *

Ron Devasto

Greg Melnick *

Albert Tartar *

Bill Duffy *

Barron Mills *

James Weinberg *

Olga Fincher (a)

Jim Peringer *

Eric Wieler *

Nancy Galyean (a) *

Mike Pomakis

Mike Galyean *

Janet Pomakis (a)

(760) 763-3268

Association President
Jerry Johs
geronamo0122@gmail.com
Dennis J. Coady
Administrative Assistant
dennis.oldbreed@fmda.us

During these difficult times, Dennis will be
in the office one day per week.
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COMBAT CENTER SRT DEVELOPS ITS MARINES IN FIRE,
MOVEMENT AND BREACHING TECHNIQUES
5 January, 2021, Joshua Sechser, Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center, 29 Palms
Marines with the Special Reaction Team, Provost Marshall’s Office, Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center, Twentynine Palms, California, executed training on fire, movement and breaching techniques at the base Dec. 11, 2020.
SRT Marines are military police officers trained in responding to hostage situations, active shooters and barricaded suspects. “PMO is always a first response to emergencies. We act as a secondary reaction force in any incidents of suspected terrorism, active shooters
or in the case that a suspect is barricaded in place.”
Edwards, a native of Columbia, South Carolina, has been with the SRT for
over two years. He stated that the SRT acts as a quick reaction force for incidents on MCAGCC and its housing areas.
Each Marine Corps installation has a supporting Provost Marshall’s Office
comprised of military police officers and Department of Defense civilian employees. The SRT is comprised of anywhere from 7 to 14 of those military
police officers.
“We have Marines trained with various breaching techniques such as: acetylene torches, explosive charges, battering
rams, and saws; one main guy who acts as our shield Marine; and the entry Marines in our stack on an emergency call,”
Edwards said.
He said the SRT also includes a marksman observer who provides an
overhead perspective during missions.
“Our average team is a pretty small, tight-knit group,” Edwards said. “The
size can vary as Marines reach their end of active service and move to
different duty stations. To maintain our numbers we hold a semi-annual
screening process.”
SRT supervisors evaluate volunteers for screening from the base Provost
Marshall’s Office on their physical fitness and proficiency on basic Marine
tasks in order to ensure excellence in their team. Applicants are also
screened during several interview boards to ensure the potential team
mates have the personality traits essential to comprehensive team work.
“Our selection is pretty tough,” said Lance Cpl. Jesse Rastetter, SRT shield Marine. “We need to run a first-class physical fitness test and combat fitness test and have an expert qualification score with our rifle and pistol. We go over some of the
basics of room clearing and methods of entry into a room or
building and do a lot of hard PT.” The course is a two-week
training curriculum that enables Marines to receive a secondary
military occupational specialty as a basic entry Marine and serve
in full capacity with the SRT, he said.
“My Marines and I are always excited to get out and train,” Edwards said. “We try to get out to the range or conduct some sort
of realistic training at least once a week.”
Edwards said that SRT is constantly developing and training for
the evolution of possible situations and scenarios. They stay
ready to react to any scenario that falls within their mission set.
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DECEMBER MEETING
Barron and Kristen Mills

Jo

Cpl Berrea and LCPL Montgomery
with Mike Galyean

President Galyean with donations for Toys for Tots

L—R: Ardyth Austin WMA,
Susan Finnigan WMA, Mike
Galyean, Michele Smith WMA

Ponce Inlet Printing Inc.

Central Florida Chapter.

1726 S. Nova Road in Daytona Beach, Florida, 32119
Contact
Mary Racila—386-761-3355
ponceinletprinting@gmail.com

Thank you, Rick Dreves!

Mike and Nancy
http://www.cfc1stmardiv.com/
Galyean

Visit the “In Their Own Words” page for
anecdotal articles by members.

The Central Florida Chapter
wishes to recognize and honor its
members
now serving in the Corps Eternal

Flt.Sgt. Joe Adamik (2014)
Capt. John Adamson 2015
Sgt. Ray Bauer (2015)
Cpl. Chester Bened (2012)
Joyce Bowden, assoc. (2017)
Sgt. Tim Broughton (2013
Sgt. Glenn Brown (2011)
Col. Harry Clarke (2013)
Amy Clarke, assoc. (2017)
Pfc. John Cromwell (2010)
M.Sgt. Louis Curtis
Wade Curtis (2011)
Col. Ed Danowitz (2012)
1stSgt. Richard De Vasto (2019)

Sgt. Arthur Dreves (2019)
Plt. Sgt Robert Fincher (2014)
Capt. William Harwood (2010)
Lt.Col. Dick Holt (2008)
Carolyn Immerman, assoc. (2017)
Sgt. Wade Jones (2012)
Sgt. Joe Karlberg (2019)
Cpl. John “Rick” Kennedy (2012)
Cpl. Louis Lang (2010)
Sgt. Maj. Les LeBlanc (2005)
C.W. “Bill” Marks (2014)
M.Sgt. Malcolm MacLean (2007)
Gy.Sgt. Rudy Miller (2008)
Ray Nielsen (2007)
Sgt. Donald Neiss (2009)

Col. Patrick Otoole (2018)
Pfc. Athanasse “Al” Parsons (2013)
Capt. Jack Paxton (2018)
MSgt Edward Payton (2015)
Sgt. Victor Petris (2015)
Gy.Sgt. Charles Ross (2013)
1Lt. George Schultz (2008)
Cpl Don Schyberg (2017)
Col. Bill Tate (2019)
Pfc. “Wild Bill” Taylor (2010)
Col. John Terry (2018)
Lt.Col. John Tomlinson (2014)
M.Sgt. Dale Wasson (2009)
Sgt. Carl Wenhold (2017)
Col. Paul Wilson (2019)

Semper Fi, Ladies and Gentlemen.
You’ll always be remembered.
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Minutes
Central Florida Chapter
1st Marine Division Association
December 5, 2020
Ward Park
Winter Park, FL
I. Call to order – 10:39am; Prayer by Dick Connell; Pledge led by Jim Weinberg
II. Introductions – Marine Reservists LCpl Berrea and LCpl Montgomery welcomed.
III. Secretary’s Report – Susan Finnigan, Minutes Accepted
IV. Treasurer’s Report – Susan Finnigan reporting for Greg Melnick, Report Accepted
V. Program – Women Marines Chapter, Michelle Smith, Susan Finnigan
Central Florida Chapter Heart of Florida FL-12 – Four years ago 2017, chapter re-started.
Wreaths Across America December 19th, 2020 12pm Woodlawn Memorial Park
Currently 10 active members
Supporting Fisher House and Soldier Angels
Attended Lakeland Veterans Day dedication of Desert Storm/Desert Shield Memorial
Celebrated USMC birthday at Mission BBQ
VI. Business
A. SOS – After action
1. Total profit - $527.20 – Kudos to Jim Weinberg and Carlos Cuevas to coordinating a
successful event
2. $70 Donation made to Mead Gardens for use of club house.
B. Lake Nona VA CLC – Russ Kauffman Stockings project
1. $219.18 Donation made by chapter to support
2. Stocking assembly happening at Oviedo Mall, MC League
C. MCL Spouse Coin – Mike Segura, Marine Corps League
D. Annual Valentine “Sweetheart Dinner” Discussion – Suspended for now
E. 1st Marine Division Association Report, Elmer Hawkins
1. Executive meeting soon. Association discussing financial constraints. June and Dennis
to two days a week. Reunion is questionable.
VII. 2021 Annual memberships – due January 1, grace period 60 days. Online payment options available
on https://www.cfc1stmardiv.com
VIII. Announcements
A. Barron Mills – Event updates
1. Four Block - https://fourblock.org/location/orlando-fl
2. Camaraderie Foundation - https://camaraderiefoundation.org/
3. Central Florida Gary Sinise Foundation Chapter https://www.garysinisefoundation.org/central-florida/
4. Heart of Florida Women Marines Association Chapter https://www.facebook.com/WMA.HeartOfFlorida
B. Next Chapter Meeting – February 6, 2021
C.Lake Nona CLC Bingo – cancelled until further notice
Raffle drawing
Closing – adjourn 11:59
Respectfully Submitted,
Susan Finnigan, Secretary

Central Florida Chapter
1st Marine Division Association
746 McIntyre Ave.
Winter Park, FL 32789

In order to belong to the Central Florida Chapter, you must...
Be a member of the 1st Marine Division Association

World War II ~ North China ~ Korea ~ Cold War ~ Vietnam ~ Gulf War ~ Iraqi Freedom ~ War on Terror
Call the 1st Marine Division Association in Oceanside, CA at (760) 763-3268 or email june.oldbreed@fmda.us for information

Central Florida Chapter
Select Membership type: ___ Regular ($20) ~ ___ Associate ($20) ~ ___ Life ($200) ~ Active Duty($10) ___
___ New ___ Renewal

PLEASE PRINT: __________________________________________________________________________________
(Rank / Grade)

(First Name)

(Middle Initial)

____________________________________________________________
Number and Street or P.O. Box #)

(Last Name)

_____________________________
Spouses name

________________________________________________________________________________________________
(City)

(State)

(Zip)

I was with: (list two units, max) ________________________________________________________________________
(Company - Battalion - Regiment/Squadron - Group)

WWII____ China____

Korea____

Cold War____ Vietnam____ Gulf War____ Iraqi Freedom____ War on Terror____

Email address: ________________________________ Phone No. (___) ____________________ Recommended by _____________
Please enclose $20 for Regular / Associate Membership; $200 for Life Membership; $10 for Active Duty
Make checks payable to: Cent. Fla. Chap., 1st Mar. Div. Assoc.. ~~~ Return to Mike Galyean, 746 McIntyre Ave., Winter Park, FL 32789
You can now pay on-line by using PayPal. Go to the chapter website at http://www.cfc1stmardiv.com/

